WWI pictures form part of the memorabilia on display at the Ulster American Folk Park.
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Philip Faithfull with his collection of WW1 memorabilia .
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Exhibition reveals story of West
Tyrone’s ‘UVF nurses’ during WWI

BY RONAN McSHERRY

ORGANISERS of the ‘Living Legacies
1914-18’ exhibition were overwhelmed
when dozens of visitors brought along
a multitude of photographs, stories
and memorabilia handed down from
World War 1.

Among the items on display at the
Ulster American Folk Park last week
were an assortment of guns and rifles,
bullets, grenades, knives, swords and
helmets from both sides involved in
‘The Great War.’

There were also reeruiting posters
and ‘posteards’ made specially for sol-
diers to send home from the front. A
posteard depicting the war trenches,
titled ‘My heart is with you tonight,’
bore the message, “My heart is with
you tonight no matter where you be.
All the time I think of you, in fancy I
live all those bygone days. My heart is
with you tonight my love, my heart is
with you always.”
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“The majority of British
Army troops that came
from Ireland were
Catholics when you
consider the whole
island. Even in Ulster
there was a sizeable
representation of
Catholics.’

Ten million people lost their lives in
the war that affected the entire globe
and was fought mostly in Europe.

Guest speakers at the workshop,
called “‘World War 1 and You,” spoke
about the war objects and recalled the
sacrifice made by local people.

Dr Johanne Devlin Trew from the
University of Jordanstown was de-
lighted with the response and said the
items will be ‘digitised’ so that their
history will be preserved for years to
come.

She explained, “Tms is one of a se-
ries of workshops that the project ‘Liv-

ing Legacies 1914-18’ is running. We ~

the material people brought in ex-
ceeded our expectations. We are digi-

tising these things and keeping a copy.
We are also giving people back their
objects and giving them a digitised
copy so that they can easily give
copies to their children and grandchil-
dren so that the legacy of this war will
be carried on. Very importantly there
are the stories with the meaning be-
hind the objects.”

The WW1 academic said many sto-
ries are emanating from Tyrone and
myths are being challenged such as
the belief that most of the soldiers

came from a Protestant background.

“We know that is absolutely not the
case,” she said. “The majority of
British Army troops that came from
Ireland were Catholics when you con-
sider the whole island. Even in Ulster
there was a sizeable representation of
Catholics.”

Among the fascinating stories is
that of a group of ‘UVF nurses’ from
West Tyrone who when turned down
by the British Army went to France
and set up the ‘Tyrone Hospital’ to

help the war effort.

Dr Devlin Trew explained, “The
Duchess of Abercorn was the patron
of the UVF (Ulster Volunteer Force)
nursing brigade which had girls from
the Omagh area and other places such
as Fintona and Newtownstewart. They
offered their services but the British
Army didn’t think they were well
enough qualified. So the UVF nurses
offered themselves to the French
Army who gladly accepted their help.
They went over to France, formed a

battlefield hospital and it was called
the “Tyrone Hospital.” This and other
stories were completely unknown to
me.

Claire McElhinney, whose grand-
mother was one of these nurses,
brought along documents including
her grandmother’s ID card as a UVF
nurse and a photograph of the ‘Tyrone
Hospital.

“There are a lot of WWI stories
from the Tyrone area and an event
likes this helps generate information.”

Nephew recalls tragedy of uncle
who fought in the Indian Army
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