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Objectives of Living Legacies Engagement Centre:

1. Explore, interpret and record the 'living legacies' of the First 
World War.

2. Help communities across the UK to:
• tell their stories and share these stories with others;
• rediscover the forgotten First World War heritage 

in our landscapes;
• find out why and where people moved as a result of 

the war;
• express stories about the conflict through drama and 

theatre.

3. Connect diverse stories and experiences, through collaborative 
research, to build a better, shared understanding of the living 
legacies of the First World War and beyond.



 Digitisation road show 
events around Northern 
Ireland, 2014-2015

Funded by the AHRC



Donor: Sarah Cathers, 
great-niece, Beragh, 
Co. Tyrone

Robert James Crawford, killed in action

UVF German-made rifle issued to 
John Clements; Donor: William 
Fyffe, Omagh, grandson



Pte Adam Stewart, 10th Battalion, Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers from Derry

Donor: Garry Ming, Derry, 
grand nephew



Launch 27 January 2016







WW1 Nurses, Medics & 
Volunteers event at the 
Mellon Centre for 
Migration Studies, Co. 
Tyrone

How home and war fronts 
were connected, often 
through non-combatants



Using drama for 
community 
engagement

Dr Brenda Winter-Palmer 
and her drama students from 
Queen’s University at the 
Mellon Centre for Migration 
Studies, Ulster American Folk 
Park

Uncovering other stories in the community





Bella waiting at train station in 
Birmingham on her way home 
on leave with colleague Nurse 
Mildred MacLaverty to see her 
off and Col. McClintock, a 
fellow traveller



• create a model for interaction with community groups at 
the grassroots level 

• to assist these community groups in exploring their 
heritage in relation to WW1, reflecting a broad range of 
diversity, including Protestant and Catholic communities, a 
Special Needs group, Prisoners/Ex-Offenders and groups 
from localities defined as areas of social need 

• provide support and advice on using research and theatre 
skills to allow members of the community to tell their own 
stories

• leave a crucial legacy—when the project is over, multiple 
community groups will have gained the knowledge and 
skills to direct their energies to the representation of 
communal narratives (about WW1 and beyond).











https://www.youtube.co
m/channel/UCMnjZ1Qg
XPc3sKDOxp7OPgg

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMnjZ1QgXPc3sKDOxp7OPgg


Special commemorative issue of Corncrake Magazine, 
launched November 2016



 Team: Johanne Devlin Trew (SCPSP) & Elizabeth Crooke 
(Heritage Studies) Ulster; Kurt Taroff, QUB (drama) 

 Community engagement projects with: North West Migrant 
Forum, Embrace NI, NICEM, Youth Action, SOFT (Supporting 
Our Families Together) Initiative (Speedwell Trust), Treasure 
House (NMNI, Big Lottery); Recovery Colleges for mental 
health, and Tyneside Women's Health





 establish how national programmes of commemoration –
both British and Irish – impact on the way and extent to 
which different generations of Irish and Irish diaspora 
families engage with or feel excluded from the process of 
commemoration

 Universities: Hertfordshire, Teesside, Ulster and Queen’s

 Irish Network Stevenage

 Luton Irish Forum

 Birmingham Irish Heritage Group

 Irish community at Teesside



 Community orgs: North West Migrant 
Forum, NICEM, Chinese Welfare 
Association, Islamic Association, Active 
Citizens Engaged

 Many migrants also have views and 
opinions on the centenary in Northern 
Ireland which have not been prominent 
within the public debates. Aims to 
broaden the scope of the discussions on 
collective memory and the lasting global 
legacy of WWI, which is felt by everyone 
residing in Northern Ireland today – not 
just the host population. 


