Site Description - MAGHABERRY
Defence Heritage Project Number: 072
Irish Grid Reference:	J18006449	Easting: 180		Northing: 645 
Location: County: Three miles north east of Moria, County Down			
District /Townland: Lisburn, Magheraliskmisk, Ballynalargy/Maghaberry
Date of Construction:	 1942 - 1944	
Site Type: Airfield
Description of the site: Constructed as a ‘Satellite’ Station to airfield to RAF Long Kesh and handed over to the RAF in November 1941. The airfield was temporarily used as the location for Training Units of the Coastal Command, in addition to an assembly and test facility for locally produced aircraft constructed by Shorts. 
Although intended to be employed as a fighter airfield, Maghaberry was developed as a base for the delivery of aircraft to Britain. Squadrons came under the command of the Air Transport Group (ATG) at Grove in Berkshire. 
On 15th November 1943 Maghaberry was handed over to the United States Army Air Force (USAAF). A wide range of aircraft types were transported to and from American airfields across Great Britain and Northern Ireland, including the U.S. air depot at RAF Langford Lodge.  During its operational period, the airfield was also used as casualty evacuation station (Case-vac), and at its peak up to 1200 U.S. airmen are recorded to have been based there.
In 1944, the USAAF returned control of the airfield back to RAFNI, being surplus to requirement the site was put on Care and Maintenance, used only for emergency landings.
1945 seen Maghaberry placed under the control of the Maintenance Unit at RAF Aldergrove utilised as a Satellite Landing Ground (SLG), primarily for storage of hundreds of redundant aircraft which continued after the war. 
In 1976, the Northern Ireland Office began work on a prison that was to be located at the disused airfield.  The development of the maximum security prison essentially forced the clearance of the majority of the airfield buildings.
Site remains: Some remains of the former airfield can still be determined, mostly found on the periphery of the site, including two hangars and some dispersed sites to the south, around the village.
Construction materials known to have been used: Concrete, brick, metal and timber.
Condition of identified remains at site: Site remains are recorded to be in “bad” condition.
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